
 

 

 

CHAIR’S WELCOME 

 

Welcome to the first edition of 
ENVI News of the second half of 
the 8th parliamentary term! The 
next meeting of the Committee on 
the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety will be taking 
place in Brussels on 30-31 January 
2017. We will vote inter alia on a 
recommendation for second 
reading on official controls in the 
food chain, a report on EU options 
for improving access to medicines, 
a motion for a resolution following 

an oral question on biological low risk pesticides and opinions on the 
2015 discharge for the general budget of the Union and the agencies 
within the committee’s remit. 

Additionally, Dr Andrea Ammon, Acting Director of the European 
Centre for Disease prevention and Control (ECDC) has been invited for 
an exchange of views with the Members. We will also debate with the 
Commission and EFSA on measures concerning acrylamide in food. 

I would like to highlight that a public hearing on the role of LULUCF in 
meeting the EU 2030 emission reduction targets will be held as part of 
the ENVI meeting. 

On 31 January at 15.00 in a joint AFET-ENVI meeting, we will vote on a 
report on an integrated EU policy for the Arctic. 
 
Adina-Ioana Vălean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING ITEMS 

 
Votes: 

 EU options for improving access to medicines 

 An integrated European Union policy for the Arctic 

 Discharge 2015: General budget of the EU - European 
Commission and Agencies 

 Protection of workers from the risks related to exposure to 
carcinogens or mutagens at work 

 Biological low risk pesticides 

 Controls and activities performed to ensure the application of 
food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant 
health, plant reproductive material, plant protection products 

 Coordination of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or 
administrative action in Member States concerning the provision 
of audiovisual media services in view of changing market realities 
 

Considerations: 

 Conservation of fishery resources and the protection of marine 
ecosystems through technical measures 

 Participation of the Union in the Partnership for Research and 
Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA) jointly 
undertaken by several Member States 

 
Exchange of views: 

 with the Commission on the Large Combustion Plant Best 
Available Technique reference document (LCP BREF) under the 
Emission Directive 

 with Dr Andrea Ammon, acting director of European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

 with the Commission on acrylamide in food 
 
Public hearing: 

 Meeting the EU’s 2030 emission reduction targets: the role of the 
land use and forestry sectors (LULUCF) 

 
 

Next meeting of the ENVI Committee 
27 - 28 February 2017 (Brussels) 
See also the 2017 meeting dates for future meetings. 
 

Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can 
also download the extracts of speeches. 

 
More information 
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit the website of the ENVI Committee.  

 

Subscription 

If you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your 
contact details and the subject "newsletter" to envi-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu. To sign up for ENVI committee press 
releases or for media enquiries, please write to envi-
press@europarl.europa.eu 
 

Further information sources 
The EP Policy Departments publish studies, notes, information notes and 
workshop proceedings; to contact them, write to Poldep-Economy-
Science@europarl.europa.eu. The EP Library regularly prepares briefings 
summarising information related to topical subjects. Find the latest 
updates via the links briefings and blog.  
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VOTES 

EU options for improving access to medicines 
Vote on draft report (see meeting documents) 

In her draft report, the 
rapporteur calls on the 
Commission and the Council to 
explore new measures to control 
prices and to increase 
cooperation between Member 
States as regards price-setting 
procedures, in order to share 

information about prices, reimbursement, negotiation agreements 
and good practices and to avoid unnecessary administrative 
requirements and delays. The rapporteur also stresses that the 
transparency of the cost of development and clinical trials is crucial in 
order to set a fair price. 

617 amendments were tabled in ENVI. Three opinions were delivered 
by PETI, DEVE and JURI, adding up to a total of 102 entries in the voting 
list. The rapporteur drafted 49 compromise amendments which cover 
453 amendments and concern amongst others the price of medicines, 
unaffordability and other barriers to access to medicines, shortages of 
essential and other medicines, research priorities, the importance of 
both public and private R&D, costs transparency, intellectual property, 
orphan and paediatric medicines, the threats of antimicrobial 
resistance, national and regional health technology assessment and 
harmonised assessment criteria for the added therapeutic value 
compared to best available alternatives, and measures to reinforce 
the competitiveness of generics and biosimilar medicines. 
 
Rapporteur: Cabezón Ruiz (S&D) 

Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Barekov (ECR), Meissner  (ALDE), Konečná (GUE), Auken 

(Greens/EFA), Pedicini (EFDD), D'Ornano (ENF) 

An integrated European Union policy for the Arctic 
Vote on draft report (see meeting documents) 

The Commission and the High Representative adopted a joint 
communication to develop a more coherent framework for EU action 
and funding programmes for an integrated EU Arctic policy. 

The co-rapporteurs welcome the joint communication as a positive 
step towards a more integrated EU policy. They raise issues related to 
geopolitics, international cooperation, security challenges and 
governance in the Arctic region. The EU has committed to achieving 
Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Sustainable development is 
the only feasible way of development in the Arctic region and 
therefore the EU Arctic policy should reflect better the requirements 
of individual SDGs in the Arctic context.  
 
The report calls on the Commission and the Member States to take a 
stronger role in the effective implementation of international 
conventions. It also states that a way to establish more stringent 
safeguards for the vulnerable environment as well as for fundamental 
rights of indigenous peoples, is through an Arctic-specific 

Environmental Impact Assessment preceding the projects executed in 
the Arctic region. 369 amendments were tabled, touching upon all the 
issues developed by the co-rapporteurs. 21 compromise amendments 
were negotiated amongst the shadow rapporteurs. 
 
Co-Rapporteurs: Paet (AFET/ALDE), Pietikäinen (ENVI/EPP) 

Shadows: Gahler (EPP), Schaldenmose (S&D), Jaakonsaari (S&D), Dohrmann (ECR), 

Fotyga (ECR), Jäätteenmäki (ALDE), Lösing (GUE/NGL), Kyllönen (GUE/NGL), 

Valero (Greens/EFA), Škrlec (Greens/EFA), Castaldo (EFDD), D'Ornano (ENF) 

Biological low risk pesticides 
Vote on motion for a resolution further to an oral question (see meeting 

documents) 

The use of conventional plant 
protection products is increasingly 
debated, due to the potential risks 
they pose for human health and 
the environment. Biological low-
risk pesticides may constitute a 
viable alternative to conventional 
plant protection products. 

Directive 2009/128/EC provides that the use of low-risk plant 
protection products shall be prioritised for example in areas used by 
the general public or protected areas. Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 
provides certain incentives for low-risk active substances and low-risk 
plant protection products. However only seven active substances, 
thereof six biological active substances, classified as low-risk are 
currently approved in the Union. Moreover, biological low-risk 
pesticides are often refused authorisation by the Member States due 
to their lower efficacy as compared to synthetic chemical pesticides. 

In their draft resolution, the co-sponsors stress the need to increase 
the availability of biological low-risk pesticides. They call on the 
Commission and the Member States to prioritise the evaluation, 
authorisation and registration of biological low-risk plant protection 
products. They also call for the revision of Regulation (EC) No 
1107/2009 with a view to a fast-track evaluation, authorisation and 
registration process of biological low-risk pesticides, and highlight the 
need for a definition of the term “biological plant protection product”. 

130 amendments were tabled. Nine compromise amendments 
replacing 49 amendments were negotiated.  
 
Co-rapporteurs: Dorfmann (EPP),  Poc (S&D), Girling (ECR), Ries (ALDE), Boylan 

(GUE/NGL), Staes (Greens/EFA), Evi (EFDD), D'Ornano (ENF) 

Application of food and feed law, rules on animal 
health and welfare, plant health, plant reproductive 
material, plant protection products 
Vote on draft recommendation for second reading (see meeting documents) 
 

Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 on official controls performed to ensure 
the verification of compliance with feed and food law, animal health 
and welfare rules has proven to be effective an effective framework. 
However, the modern global market and its longer and more complex 
agri-food chains increasingly expose the EU to new risks. The 
Commission proposed therefore in May 2013 a revision of the 
legislation on official controls. The new regulation will replace and 
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repeal Regulation No 882/2004 and a number of sectoral acts and 
provisions. The proposal is part of a comprehensive package which 
also includes three major reviews to modernise the animal health, 
plant health and plant reproductive material acquis.  

Parliament adopted its position in first reading on 16 April 2014. The 
Council adopted its general approach on 14 October 2015. Council and 
Parliament reached an agreement on 15 June 2016, and the Council 
adopted its first reading position on 19 December 2016. Council has 
now formally transmitted to Parliament its position on the Official 
Controls file, which needs to be endorsed by the ENVI Committee and 
then by Plenary. 
 
Rapporteur: Kadenbach (S&D) 
Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Girling (ECR), Selimovic (ALDE), Staes (Greens/EFA), Eck 

(GUE), Pedicini (EFDD) 

  

EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 

Exchange of views with the Commission on the Large 
Combustion Plant Best Available Technique reference 
document (LCP BREF) under the Emission Directive 

The Industrial Emissions Directive 2010/75/EU aims to reduce harmful 
industrial emissions, in particular through the application of Best 
Available Techniques (BATs). Permits issued by the Member States 
must be based on BATs. BAT Reference Documents (BREFs) define BAT 
and the associated environmental performance at EU level.  

The current BREF on large combustion plants (LCPs) was adopted by 
the Commission in 2006. The Commission published a draft for a 
revised BREF for LCPs in July 2016. The new draft BREF includes new 
information on combustion and abatement technologies and has new 
chapters on gasification and multi-fuel combustion. A significant 
change between the 2006 BREF and the new draft is a considerable 
reduction of the BAT-associated emission levels for NOx emissions 
from coal-fuelled plants. The Commission is invited for an exchange of 
views on the draft revised BREF and the state of the discussions. 

Exchange of views with Dr Andrea Ammon, acting 
director of European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC) 

ECDC is a non-regulatory agency in charge of 
gathering and spreading information on 
communicable diseases within the EU or threatening 
the EU from outside, with a budget of around EUR 55 
million.  

In this annual exchange, Ms Ammon, who has been 
acting director for two years now, will look back at the 

year 2016 where the EU had to face challenges such as Zika, Hepatitis 
A, West Nile fever, Listeria, seasonal influenza, and antimicrobial 
resistance due to overconsumption of antibiotics. 

Exchange of views with the Commission on acrylamide 
in food 

Acrylamide is a hazardous substance found in food products that have 
been fried, roasted or oven-cooked at temperatures higher than 
120°C, e.g. in potato chips, breakfast cereals, instant coffee, or even 
certain baby foods. Measures to prevent and reduce formation of 
acrylamide in specific manufacturing practices are only contained in 
Codes of Practice developed by the relevant sectors. 

In November 2016, following up on an opinion of the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA), the Commission submitted a draft 
Commission Regulation on the mandatory application of Codes of 
Good Practice. Parliament wants the Commission to clarify why, in 
view of the human health concerns expressed by EFSA and its 
recommendation that exposure be kept as low as possible, the current 
draft measure does not propose binding maximum levels for 
acrylamide in food. It is also unclear why the Commission intends to 
use Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs to 
regulate the presence of acrylamide instead of Regulation (EC) No 
1881/2006 applicable to other food contaminants. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Public Hearing on "Meeting the EU’s 2030 emission 
reduction targets: the role of the land use and forestry 
sectors (LULUCF)” 

On 20 July 2016 the Commission presented a 
legislative proposal to integrate greenhouse 
gas emissions and removals from land use, 
land use-change and forestry (LULUCF) in the 
2030 climate and energy framework. The 
proposal is in line with the agreement of EU 
leaders of October 2014 that all sectors should 
contribute to the EU's 2030 emission 
reduction target, and with the Paris 
Agreement. LULUCF is a category within the 
UNFCCC accounting framework for greenhouse gas emissions. 
Emissions from land-use change and deforestation are also reported 
under this category. 

The current 2020 EU climate policy framework covers most sectors 
and greenhouse gases. It consists mainly of the EU Emissions Trading 
System (EU ETS), and sectors outside the EU ETS such as transport, 
buildings, agriculture and waste, addressed by the Effort Sharing 
Decision (ESD). Emissions and removals of greenhouse gases in 
LULUCF are currently covered by international obligations under the 
Kyoto Protocol up to 2020. The proposed regulation would establish a 
legal framework from 2021 onwards, and maintain LULUCF as a 
separate pillar. The purpose of this hearing is to enable a full exchange 
of views amongst institutions and with relevant stakeholders on the 
Commission’s LULUCF proposal, prior to the consideration of the draft 
report in Committee, which is scheduled for March 2017. 
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NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT 

Recent Publications 
 Proceedings of the Workshop Living with a neurological brain 

disorder: Taking control of your life 

 Proceedings of the Workshop on Delivering and Enforcing the EU 
Action Plan against Wildlife Trafficking 

 Proceedings of the Workshop on The fight against cancer is a team 
sport: The role of education and sport 

 Study on Decision-making processes of ICAO and IMO in respect of 
environmental regulations 

 Briefing on Climate action and the Emissions Trading System in 
China 

Upcoming Publications 
Proceedings of the workshop on "Health Promotion & Primary 
Prevention - Exchange of Good Practices 

 
Upcoming Event 
Workshop on "Supporting the market for secondary raw materials" 
31 January 2017, 1.30-2.30 pm 

 
To request hard copy of publication please contact:  
Poldep-Economy-Science@ep.europa.eu 

 

NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 

European Environment Agency (EEA)  
 

Climate change, impacts and vulnerability in Europe 
2016. Europe’s regions are facing rising sea levels and 
more extreme weather, such as more frequent and more 
intense heatwaves, flooding, droughts and storms due to 
climate change. The report assesses the latest trends and 

projections on climate change and its impacts across Europe and finds 
that better and more flexible adaptation strategies, policies and 
measures will be crucial to lessen these impacts. More 

 
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

 
ECHA’s updated guidance gives advice on how to use 
non-animal test methods, which are now the default 
for many endpoints for assessing chemicals. 
Companies are encouraged to take the changes into 

account when deciding their testing strategies. More 
 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)  
      

EFSA is introducing live webstreaming of open 
meetings of its Scientific Panels to registered 
observers. Online submission of questions to 

EFSA's scientists will also be possible. The calendar of open meetings 
in 2017 is available on EFSA's website. More 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC)  

Seasonal influenza is knocking early on our doors, says 
ECDC, and people over 65 might be most affected. More 

 
 

European Medicines Agency (EMA)  
 

It’s time to reduce, replace and re-think the 
use of antimicrobials in animals. EMA - EFSA 
joint opinion on EU measures to reduce 
antimicrobials use in animals - Reducing the use 
of antimicrobials in food-producing animals, 

replacing them where possible and re-thinking the livestock 
production system is essential for the future of animal and public 
health. Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is one of the world’s most 
pressing public health issues and the use of antimicrobials in animals 
contributes to this problem, so limiting their use to the minimum 
necessary to treat infectious diseases in animals is crucial. Experts 
from EFSA and EMA have reviewed the measures taken in the EU to 
reduce antimicrobials use in animals and stress that there is no one-
size-fits-all solution. Successful strategies follow an integrated, 
multifaceted approach which takes into account the local livestock 
production system and involves all relevant stakeholders - from 
governments to farmers. More

 

 

About the editor 
European Parliament, Directorate General for Internal Policies of the Union, Secretariat of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety - 
Responsible administrators: Tihana Vujatović, Hans-Christian Eberl. Responsible assistants: Irena Aramina, Marie-Christine Della Faille. 

Legal disclaimer   
The items contained herein are drafted by the ENVI Committee Secretariat and are provided for general information purposes only. The content is indicative and subject 
to changes. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official position of the ENVI 
Committee. The newsletter contains links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. The ENVI Committee does not necessarily endorse the 
views expressed on these websites. 
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